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DETAILED ACTION 
Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1.114 

1 . A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1 .1 14, including the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1 .17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this 
application is eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, and the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1 .17(e) has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action 
has been withdrawn pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .1 14. Applicant's submission filed on 
04/08/05 has been entered. 

Response to Arguments 

1 . Applicant's arguments filed 06/27/05 have been fully considered but they are not 
persuasive. 

The applicant argues that the prior art fails to specifically teach the digital camera 
further comprising: a file number assigner for assigning file numbers capable of being 
overlapped between the folder of the image files..." The examiner disagrees. Although 
Endo et al teaches a file number assigner for assigning file numbers capable of being 
overlapped between the folders of the image files, the claimed limitation "capable of is 
interpreted as performing the task, but not necessarily doing it. This limitation is 
considered a functional limitation that attempts to define something by what it does or 
by a property or characteristic it has, rather than by what it is (see MPEP 2173.05(g)). 
In this case, the file number assigner is capable of assigning file numbers overlapped 
between the folders to the image files. Therefore, the rejections are maintained. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent . 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the. English language. 

hi^w far 

3. Claims>*5 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Endo et 
al (US 6,763,182). 

Regarding Claim 1, Endo et al teaches an attacher (referred to as memory card 
controller 9) attached with a recording medium (memory card 2) forming a plurality of 
folders for managing a plurality of image files (see figs. 2, 4A and 4B; col. 4, lines 17+ 
teaches a plurality of folders referred to as sub-directories for still and moving images). 
Endo et al further teaches a control micro-computer (7) which inherently has a pointer 
for pointing to any one of the plurality of folders formed in the recording medium (2) as a 
record destination depending on the type of image being captured (still or moving; col. 
5, lines 5-50). This reads on the limitation of a first pointer to point at any one of the 
folders as a record destination. Endo et al also teaches the control micro-computer (7) 
inherently has a pointer for pointing to any one of the plurality of folders formed in the 
recording medium (2) for reproducing images (still or moving; col. 5, lines 51+). This 
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reads on the limitation of a second pointer to point at any one of the folders as a 
reproducing destination folder. Endo et al further teaches an imaging device (3), a 
writer (7) for writing a new image file (col. 5, lines 24+) including image data of the 
subject image which is imaged by the imaging device (3) to the record destination folder 
when a recording instruction is issued and a first changer (referred to as setting the 
camera to a reproduction/playback mode or recording mode indicated by a shutter 
button 14 in which the changeover switch 13 sets the camera into the selected mode; 
col. 5, lines 5-8 and 51-54). This first changer (changeover switch 13) switches 
changes a point destination of the second pointer (which indicates the image to be 
reproduced) to a point destination of the first pointer (the image to be recorded in a 
specific location according the a recording instruction; activating the shutter button 14 
for image capture). This is interpreted this as changing the point destination of the 
second pointer to a point destination of the first pointer (changing from a location of 
reproducing to a location of recording). Endo et al further teaches a reproducer 
(referred to as picture display unit 5) for reproducing an image file stored in the 
reproducing destination folder when a reproducing instruction is issued (col. 5, lines 52- 
col. 6, line 5). Endo et al also teaches a file number assigner for assigning file numbers 
capable of being overlapped between the folders to the image files (col. 5, lines 23-35). 
The limitation of "capable of being" is interpreted as performing the task, but not 
necessarily doing it. This limitation is considered a functional limitation that attempts to 
define something by what it does or by a property or characteristic it has, rather than by 
what it is (see MPEP 2173.05(g)). Also broadly interpreting this limitation, figure 2 
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shows folders 100 MSDCF and MOML0001 include image files DSC*****.JPG and 
MOV*****.MPG as being overlapped since the order of the images are in an overlapping 
manner. Also Endo et al teaches a third pointer having a file number of a file to be 
reproduced (col. 6 f lines 10+), wherein the image file to be reproduced is specified by 
the second pointer and the third pointer (the micro-computer 7 indicates which folder, 
still or moving, is to be reproduced and also when image file selected for viewing). 

Regarding Claim 2, Endo et al teaches a folder number assigner (col. 4, lines 8- 
33) for assigning different folder numbers respectively to the folders formed in the 
recording medium, wherein the first pointer holds a folder number of the record 
destination folder, the second pointer holds a folder number of the reproducing 
destination folder, the first changer sets a folder number held by the first pointer to the 
second pointer (col. 5, lines 6-67). 

Regarding Claim 4, Endo et al teaches that depending on the mode selected by 
the changeover switch will determine is recording or reproducing images will be 
performed (col. 3, lines 37+). Once the changeover switch (13) switches to another 
position once a shutter button (14) is activated for recording, the micro-computer (7) 
performs the function of recording (col. 3, lines 55+). It is inherent that if the file number 
held by the third point is changed to a file number of the new image file (as created by 
the micro-computer, col. 5, lines 24-25) upon activation of a recording instruction 
(shutter button 14). 

Regarding Claim 5, Endo et al teaches a selector (col. 5, lines 60+) for selecting 
an arbitrary folder as the reproducing destination folder and a third changer (inherently 
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located in the micro-computer 7) for changing only the pointing destination of the 
second pointer among the first pointer and second pointer to a folder selected by the 
selector (col. 5, lines 13+). 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Jacqueline Wilson whose telephone number is (571) 
272-7322. The examiner can normally be reached on 8:30am-5:00pm (alternate 
Fridays off). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 



supervisor^ Wondy Garb or can be reached on (571 ) 272^908. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. . 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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